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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 USIE-00 CIAE-00 

PM-07 INR-10 L-03 NEA-11 NSAE-00 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 

S PC-03 TRSE-00 SAM-01 SAJ-01 ACDA-19 DRC-01 EURE-00 

EB-11 OMB-01 FEA-02 SS-20 NSC-10 /132W 

089773 

OR 191738ZFEB 74 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8054 

INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 

USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

SECDEF 

USCINCEUR 

SECRET LONDON 02173 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, NATO, UK, US 

SUBJECT: CRESTED CAP 74 

REF: STATE 27028 

1. HMG PERCEIVES NO DIFFICULTY IN OUR PROPOSAL TO MODIFY 
CRESTED CAP 74 AS SET FORTH REFTEL. 

2. NEITHER MOD NOR FCO FORSEES ANY ADVERSE PUBLIC RE- 
ACTION HERE OR IN OTHER NATO COUNTRIES. IMPACT OF PETROL 
CRISIS IS FULLY UNDERSTOOD, AND THE AVERAGE BRIT IS FAR 
MORE LIKELY TO APPRECIATE OUR ATTEMPT TO SAVE FUEL DURING 
THE COURSE OF AN IMPORTANT MILITARY EXERCISE THAN TO 
CRITICISE OUR HOLDING IT AT THIS TIME. 

3. BRITISH WOULD BE LESS ENTHUSIASTIC IF WE WERE TO 
LABEL THE REDUCTION A "ONE TIME" MODIFICATION; SHOULD 
WE BE COMPELLED IN THE FUTURE BY ANY OF A NUMBER OF 
FACTORS TO MAKE SIMILAR CHANGES IN THE CRESTED CAP 

SECRET 
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FORMAT, HMG BELIEVES OUR CREDIBILITY WITH THE PUBLIC 
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COULD BE DAMAGED UNNECESSARILY. 

ANNENBERG 

SECRET 

NNN 
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